05 The Authority of Christ in His Word and Over the Powers of Darkness Mark 1v21to28
P 2 Pic Mark 1v21to28
PA) Jesus Has Authority to Teach Scripture
· People’s reaction: they were astonished at his teaching (Mark 1:22).
· they said, “A new teaching with authority!” (Mark 1:27).
· Jesus’ teaching was different from the scribes and teachers of the law.
· The scribes quoted others; Jesus spoke with authority from God (John 8:28-29, Heb1:2-3)
· He the Son of God revealed its true meaning, Jesus didn’t just explain the Law like the teachers
PPic e.g.Cooking from a Recipe vs. Cooking with Grandma
PPic e.g.Blueprint vs. Walking with the Architect on Site
· With Jesus teaching, we begin to know how to interpret the OT correctly 
· Law of Moses, prophets, psalms all point towards Jesus Luke 24:44
· e.g.Judasim interpret thru the rabbis and Islam interpret thru Mohammad, we interpret thru the Son of God 
PPic Pharisees apply the law legalistically, Jesus apply the law in the spirit of love Mat 22:37-40
· e.g.Pharisees prohibit all forms of work on Sabbath, Jesus allow disciples to pluck grains in mercy Mrk2:23-28,Mat12:7
· e.g.Jesus teaches in love and patience to the prostitutes, sinners, tax collectors Mat9:10-13, Luk7:37-48
· Ap to know God, you need to learn from Jesus thru what the apostles have recorded 
· Ap All pastors and believers are to learn from Jesus thru the Holy Spirit and the Word 
· Ap pray each time you read the Bible, say Lord teach me


B) Jesus Has Authority Over Unclean Spirits
· We saw a man in the synagogue “church” posessesed by an unclean spirit 
· an unclean spirit (a fallen angel—a demon) Mat25:41,2Pet2:4, Rev12:7-9
· Jesus rebuked them: “Be silent, and come out of him!” He never argued—He exercised absolute authority.
· OV27...He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him."
· Demons are fearful of him 
· OV24…Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God."

PPic: Church building 
· We tend to believe that demons cannot enter a physical church buildling, which is proven to be untrue. 
· Church physical building is not a sanctuary, christ is the sanctuary 
· e.g. superstition a bible in the hotel, a cross can ward off demons, church building is holy ground

ASK: Can they possess a Christian? 
· E.g. one christian argue with me that his mother a christian is possess by the demons 
· Demons cannot possess a true believing christian one born agin with the Holy Spirit 
· True christian is a temple of God and the Spirit dwells within 1 Corin3:16，6:19, 2 Tim 1:14
· nominal Christian vs a follower and believer of Christ (born again) 
· the man who attends church but are possess by the demons 
· true follower and believer of Christ cannot be possess by the demons
P1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
· Discernment is needed for mental illness, hallucinations and real demonic possession 
· e.g. one church trying to drive so called demonic posession “hallucinations”
· e.g. Missionary from Malaysia taught he drive demons out weekly 
· e.g. one christian who tell me he saw spirit under another pastor table 

· ASK:  Why so many demons during Jesus’ time?
· Demonic activity increased in resistance to the arrival of the King.
· There are not many demonic posession like Jesus’ time in present age 

PPic Signs of clear Demonic possession:
PPic supernatural strength Luk8:29, insights Acts16:17, Self harm Mrk 9:22, supression of personhood Mrk5:9
· all can be cast out in the name of Jesus Mrk9:38
· Only case Christ failed is when the spirit is deaf Mrk 9:17-29 prayer and fasting
· e.g. my wife saw the toilet handle moving and kept flushing in the toilets 
· e.g. my son in NS two weeks ago told me that his friend trembling in fear when he experience unclean spirit
· e.g. personally I have never driven out one before.  Seen many who faced hallucinations but thought it was demonic 
· Driving out demons requires faith in Jesus Christ and not experience! 
· AP His name has power.
· AP when you fear you pray and sing hymns, sing till your heart is bold and filled with courage 


PC) What Does It Mean to Truly Know Jesus?
· The people are only amazed for they have yet to believed 
· V28 Jesus fame spread everywhere and througout and people gather to him

· Not just knowing about Him. 
· But accepting him as your Lord and God John20:28-29
· But submitting to His teaching authority and Obeying His commands.
· Demons submit and obey Jesus commands out of fear 
· ASK: are you willing to submit and obey Jesus out of love and faith for him?
