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P Pic Unlike modern days leprosy cannot be cursed in ancient times
· OT, God only healed three lepers: Moses (Exo 4:6–7), Miriam, and Naaman
· spread through only prolong close contact. 
· People feared and avoided lepers as they may be contagious 
OLev 13:45 – The leper must tear his clothes, let his hair hang loose, cover his upper lip, and cry out: “Unclean! Unclean!”46 – As long as he has the disease, he is unclean and must live alone outside the camp
· Isolated: cut off from family and friends, socially rejected, socially despised

P[1] Sin behaves like leprosy
· (1)It hurts and deformes and scar your life.  (2) it spreads and controls the person life 
· (3) Causes isolation:  will be despised and rejected. Sin cut us away from God!
· E.g. Only a leper will accept a leper, matually accept one another
· AP: A church must be a place that welcome sinners
· AP: It is like a hospital where some needed long-term therapy 
O Luke 7:39. Pharisee is so disgusted when they saw a sinful woman touching Jesus 
· what if the church becomes so holy, clean and spotless, that we show no patience to the weak & sick?
· AP:  We are all spirituallly leperous, and we were forgiven and healed 
· AP:  We can only truly show patince and compassion to them if we realise, we are the also a leper. 
· Some progress well in daily treatment with Jesus, some progress so slowly 

P[2] A humble and desperate faith 
· Both the Pharisees and the Law of God and could not heal him
· he heard of the healings performed by Jesus (Mark1:28, 1:37)
· In bravery, he broke OT religious restrictions and social barriers to come to Jesus
· E.g. others may have dissuaded him from coming to Jesus openly.
· Somehow, he has faith in Jesus even though he has never seen Jesus before 
· (1) He knelt down, (2) said “If you are willing,” (3) “you can make me clean.”
· AP: if we recognised that we are unclean, all we need is faith, kneel down and plead 
P[3] Jesus was moved with compassion
· Jesus can actually heal the leper without touching him 
· He showed compassion to the Leper, for no others except for lepers would touched him 
· Jesus broke the OT ritual law, Man are not allowed to touch anything unclean (Lev 13:45-46、5:2)
· (A) Jesus is greater than the law (he is God, the law giver) 
· (B) Jesus chooses to keep the greater law “love and mercy”
· Jesus understands the spirit and essence of the Law 
P weightier matters of the law, such as justice and mercy and faithfulness Mat23:23
P Matthew 9:13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ …
· Sacrifices (OT ritual laws) given by God, but God desire mercy more than sacrifice 
· we no longer need to keep the OT ritual laws
· AP we no longer need to keep the OT ritual laws, except the moral principles behind them
· AP: All OT ritual laws are pointing towards and being fufilled in Christ 
· E.g. OT sacrifice, sabbaths laws, are all a shadown pointing towards Jesus (Hebrews 10:1)
PCol 2:16.Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.17.These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.

P[4] Jesus gave clear instructions to the Leper 
P v.44 – 45 "See that you say nothing to anyone" (stern warning)
· Go to priest and offer sacrifice Moses commanded—for a public testimony & social restoration for Leper
· Jesus upheld the law: priest’s inspection (Lev 14:1–3) and sacrifice (Lev 14:4–7)
· It will be a proof and testimony for all the priest,  that someone like Moses and Elisha has arrived 
The disobedient leper
· consequence: “Jesus could no longer openly enter towns”
· 1:38 – Jesus wanted to preach (His purpose) – But People chased after miracles (their desire)
· Maybe the Leper thought he was doing good by spreading the news (v.45)
· E.g. sometimes we failed to keep the teachings of Jesus as they do not comprehend 
· Some may even blame Jesus for not explaning the consequences clearly to him 
· In a fallen state: we like ppl to obey us , but we hate to obey ppl 
· ASK: Who is the disobedient leper among us? Please point one person you think is a leper
· We are all like the disobedient leper. shown mercy, but not fully obedient
PJesus told me, but I didn’t listen. When I listened, I didn’t understand. When I understood, I didn’t obey.When I obeyed, I still got it wrong. When I was wrong, I didn’t confess. When I confessed, I didn’t repent.
· Thankfully, salvation is never by our obedience 
· Thankfully God's redemptive plan will not be ruin by humans’s failure 
