08 Who Can Forgive? Mark 2:1–12 (Matt 9:1–8; Luke 5:17–26)
P Mark 2:1–12 
P Capernaum is Jesus own city (Mat9:1) ministry base for Galilee. Majority do not believe Mat11:23
· (Luke5:17) Many Pharisees and teachers of the law in a house to hear Jesus teach 
P【1】The misery of paralysis: loss of hope, freedom, and imprisonment
P He was without hope, lost his freedom and was “imprisoned” . 
· usuually paralytic will lose all his friends. But he has four very good friends. 
· When he heard of all the miracles from his friends, he is willing to give it a try 
· we are like the paralytic bined by sin
· ASK: Lost of hope, bound by sin, why not give Jesus a try. 
· Young ppl (success or none) both feeling emptiness, vanity, meaningless. 
· Are you willing to give Jesus a try when you lose your hope, bound by sin?

P【2】 The faith, friendship, and compassion of the four men
P Pic Overcome Great Difficulties: 1. Carry, 2.Crowded, 3.cut queue, 4.damgae roof, 5.lowered down
· Ask: why not wait? Perhaps wanted Jesus immediate attention, worried they will lose the opportunity
· Ask: why Jesus did not rebuke them for breaking ppl property and cutting queue?
· People are more important than property (breaking the roof) or reputation. 
· Perhards the Holy Spirit is prompting you, you have a friend who is a paralytic? 
· It is hardwork to bring a friend to Jesus. Time, energy and even money 
· Friends share their difficuties and we are unable to help. But Jesus can help them overcome paralysis 

P【3】A matter more important and serious than paralysis
· Paralysis brings sufferings to whole family, clear bowels, bed sores 
· Brings poverty. Unempoyment, medical bills 
· Brings imprisonment of the body, isolation, loneliness  
· Ask: What could be graver than paralysis?  Sin is graver than paralysis!
· If sins are not pardoned, 1eternal imprisonment, 2unceasing bodily pain, 3eternal regret 
Pv.5 Jesus saw their faith and said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.”
· His primary need was forgiveness; physical healing was secondary.
· Jesus never promised all will be healed physically, but he promised that all can be forgiven 
· Place your faith in Jesus and your sins are forgiven 
PActs 10:43 ... everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name
· E.g. Incident in china, falls into legalism, felt she and husband is condenmed in hell 
· Sins are forgiven past, present and future. Rom 8:1
Pv.5 Jesus saw their faith and said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven[footnoteRef:1].” [1:  aphientai sou hai hamartiai ‘your sins are forgiven’: the Gospels record no instance of Jesus’ saying “I forgive your sins.” In this particular instance it is noteworthy that the Gospel writer has employed the passive ‘your sins are forgiven’ without defining the subject of the action of the verb ‘forgive,’ even though he goes on to relate that the scribes charge Jesus with blasphemy in assuming the prerogative that belongs to God alone. Again, in v. 10, Jesus says, with reference to himself, “the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins”: he does not say, “I forgive sins.” Both the title ‘the Son of man’ and the qualifying phrase ‘upon the earth’ are significant. The present tense aphientai ‘are forgiven’ should not be translated ‘are being forgiven’: this is an example of what is called an aoristic present (Burton Moods and Tenses, 13).Bratcher, R. G., & Nida, E. A. (1993). A handbook on the Gospel of Mark (p. 76). United Bible Societies.
Mark clearly believed that Jesus dealt with the condition of the paralytic by focusing first on his sins, and that in some way the forgiveness of sin and physical healing were interrelated (vv. 9–11).France, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 124). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press.] 

· Ask: Why did the Lord say only to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”? All five needed forgiveness
· It is possible his paralysis was caused by sin (James 5:14–15). 
· Note: majority of sickness is not caused by sin! (John 9:3).
· E.g.A visit an auntie, she is sicked and she heard one pastor saying sickness caused by illness 
· prophet Elisha died to sickness (2 Kings 13:14) . The righteous Job fell sick

P【4】who has the authority to forgive sins?
O Mrk 2:6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 

· It is true that only God can forgive sins 
· Jesus is able to perceive in his spirit to know the doubts of the scribes  
P9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’?
P Pic ASK: From the scribes perspective which is easier? 
· It is easier to make false claims of forgiveness, since men cannot verify them.
· ASK: From Jesus’ perspective which is easier? 
· Healing is easier, because forgiveness required Jesus to go to the cross.
· As it is impossible in the sight of men to perform a miracle to heal the paralytic 
· Jesus heal the paralytic to prove he was given authority on earth to forgive sins 
PMrk 2:10  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—11  “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”

· Qn: So, who is Jesus? 
· He is the Son of man (Daniel 7:13-14) , the heavenly figure from heaven who is given authority 
· As the Son of man, the Christ he has the authority to forgive 
· The paralytic live a new life, likewise live a new life as you are forgiven. 

Prayer
· Our sins are forgiven 
· God can raise us up to be helpers to bring ppl to Christ 

