09 Two different ways of holiness Mark 2verse13to17 (Parallels: Matthew 9:9–13; Luke 5:27–32)

PPic Background: Matthew the Apostle (Levi, son of Alphaeus)
· Matthew Levi the son of Alphaeus a tax collector
· despised by the Jews as collaborators with Rome 
· known for corruption and greed. They paid for position to collect taxes and kept the surplus
· Look upon as greedy and sinful man

P【1】The calling of Jesus 
· Jesus did not call the well trained pharisees and scribes to be his apostles 
· Jesus called a sinner and tax collector to be an apostle by his grace 
· Self-righteousness and pride of the pharisees and scribes is a hindrance to follow
· Jesus called Matthew, saying, “Follow Me.”
·  (Luke 5:28 “He left everything and followed Him”).
· Calling as an Apostle requires him to leave his career, his friends, his hometown 
· e.g. pastors, Missionaries have different degree of sacrifices to made 
· Ap: The Lord also calls us to follow Him today as a disciple 
· Ap: letting go of certain pleasures, sinful habits or comforts, to follow him 
· We unable to claim that we believe in Jesus and yet choose not to follow and obey him
· Ap: believe that Jesus will give you greater blessings 

P【2】Two different ways of holiness 
Pharisees pursue holiness in a prideful and self-righteous manner 
· 1) condemn and judges sinners
· verbally condemned said to his disciples,  “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
· 2) cut off relationship with sinners
· practiced radical separation
· They do not eat and associate with them 
· 3) Spiritual Pride: They could not see their own sinful condition
· 4) lacked compassion for ppl 

Matthew way of holiness 
· 1) Make sacrifices for Jesus 
· Followed Jesus . stopped taking bribes and engaging in corruption.
· 2) did not condemn and judges his friends 
· 3) maintain his relationship with them 
· 4) Spiritual sight: he knows is unworthy like his friend. He is a sinner 
· 5) showed compassion 

· AP One of the effective ways of evangelism is to invite ppl to meals 
· e.g. Perhaps invite secondary school friends?
· Introduce the goodness, mercy and kindness of Jesus to them 
· Not to verbally condemned them like the pharisees 
· Show them the gospel of forgiveness and grace 
· AP Pursue holiness but do not judge those outside the church (1 Corin 5:9-12)

P【3】watch ourselves  
· Ap: easily become proud and look down on others.
· Pride is our own enemy 
· E.g. drive car at bukit batok, get impatient with L plate learners 
· E.g. so stupid 
· E.g. difficult for us to show mercy to those we show little progress or we deem too wicked 
· Reflect: true discipleship starts when I see myself like one of the sinners 
· Romans 3:10 — “There is none righteous, no, not one.”
P (v.17):“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

P【4】Follow the Example of Jesus
· Jesus showed mercy to sinners
· He showed patience to the sinners
· He ate with them, loved them, shared the gospel with them, and discipled them.
· He remained gentle and approachable.
· → They could feel His genuine love, mercy, and compassion.


