10 The Incompatibility of the New and the Old Mark 2:18-22 (Parallels: Matthew 9:14-17; Luke 5:33-39)
 (A) Critical Spiritual Attitudes
• What is fasting? = Choosing temporarily not to eat in order to focus on prayer and draw near to God.
• Jews: fasted twice a week (Mon and Thurs), exceeding the requirement of the Law (fast on Day of Atonement
• Applying own spiritual disciplines and turning them into pride and judgment, e.g. theology, Bible reading.
• self-righteousness e.g. theology, praying, evangelism, (a badge of righteousness)
(B) First metaphor: Jesus is the Bridegroom (Isa 54:5; Hos 2:19–20; Rev 19:7; John 3:28–29; Ps 45*).
• God is the bridegroom of Israel 
• This is a time of celebration and joy!  the disciples should not be fasting in mourning.
• After Jesus leaves them, then they will fast (Acts 13:2–3; 14:23). 
• [1] Mourning (1 Sam 1:12; Esth 4:3) [2] Confession and repentance (Neh 9:1–2) [3] Crisis (2 Chr 20:3–4) [4] Humbling oneself (Joel 2:12–13) [5] Seeking closeness with the Lord (Dan 9:3) [6] Commissioning/sending (Acts 13:2–3)
 (C) Second metaphor: New cloth will tear the old garment.
• new cloth (symbolizing Christ and the new way of the kingdom “gospel”).
•Old garment (symbolizing the old religious ways of John the Baptist’s disciples[footnoteRef:1] and the Pharisees)  [1:  The issue is continuing to live in preparatory categories after fulfillment has arrived.] 

(D) Third metaphor: New wine bursts old wineskins.
• New wine in the OT symbolizes the coming of Christ and the Holy Spirit: Joel 2:18–32; Zech 9:16–17.
• Old religious behavioral mindsets, e.g. norm of fasting and mourning, not compatible with the gospel
• Ap: OT ceremonial practices VS NT of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Rom14:17
(E)  Reflection:
•（1）cling to “old” mindsets and wrong cultural traditions and rituals, unwilling to let them go.
• The issue is that when the old and the new are put together, the result is rupture.
•（2）Many people want only a little of Christ while retaining their old ways; this tears them apart. 
• Qn: choose human old ways (worldly culture, worldly ways) or Christ’s new Gospel?
• Not possible to retain both mindsets, both lifestyles, both world views
• perhaps you have been trying very hard two merge two incompatible ways as one 
Pwhen one is unequally yoked both suffers 

