12 When Mercy Confronts a Hardened Religion Mark Chpt 3 V1 to 6
P【1】the heart of true religion. (v.1)
· The synagogue is a place of prayer and worship to serve people with needs 
· There are broken people, ppl suffering in pain with all forms of difficulties (sins, health, poverty,) 
· Religion has become corrupted (outwardly godly), no love for God and his people.
· Religious teachers have becoming corrupted, heart far from God
· Outward Letter of the law versus the spirit of the law 
· e.g. worshipping in church but the heart far from God 
P Isa 29:13  And the Lord said: “Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,

· Pharisees: if Jesus perform healing on Sabbath “work” = Break the law = disobedience to God 
P Exo 20:8  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.9  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.
· No fire lighted (Exo 35:3) ,Gather sticks stone to death (num15:32-36)
· Hearts far away from God therefore do not understand the spirit of the law 
· no regards to situations and motives e.g. no forms of works regardless of situation 
· keep the letter, but Break the spirit of the law ( to Love God, love your neighbors as yourselves, and to show mercy. 
· Not all laws are equal : Mat 23:23 weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faithfulness.
· Jesus shows True form of worship shows mercy and compassion to the sinners, poor and needy 
PJas 1:27  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
P【2】A hardened heart that no longer responds to the truth 
· waiting to accuse Jesus , instead of rejoicing when they know brother is going to be healed
PV4.... "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?" But they were silent.
· Dare not answer to Jesus. not allowed to do (work) good on the sabbath. 
· E.g. A stubborn and prideful heart, despite being told the obvious 
· Very painful to admit we are wrong. 
· We Hate making mistakes!!  Not possible not to make them!
· We are by nature prideful and stubborn, We are only able to see if God show mercy to us.
· Pray: ask God to give us a heart of humility 

P【3】the cost for carrying out the truth (v.3)
· Christ could have chosen to heal the next day after the Sabbath 
· Christ refuses to give in and conform to them, so that the truth of mercy can be shown 
· We may deem it not wise to clash over with the religious leaders 
· Most likely I would have chosen to heal in the next sabbath to avoid the clash 
· If Jesus did not choose to heal on the sabbath, we will not understand 
· Christ is the truth! , He teaches and applies the truth at the cost of his life 
· E.g. The cost incur by the whistle blower in the corporate culture,
P V6.The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
· ASK:  Must all forms of truth be uphold at all cost ?
PRom 14:2  One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.
· The "Weak" >  meat sold in Roman markets "unclean"  Pious
· The “strong” > an idol is nothing, "food does not bring us near to God." Rom 14:1-22
· “strong” should not look down 
· “weak” the Pious condemn the strong over "non core matters" (food or days).
· Paul advising the strong to give up their liberty for the weak 
P Rom 14:20  Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats.21  It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.
· Principle of love and tolerance applied
· Ap. discern whether to carry out the truth at all cost like Jesus ? 
·  is this a core issue?, great consequences?, search our motives/ 
· There will be times we need to stand up to the truth like Jesus and sacrifice for the truth 

P【4】Restoration beings by simple obedience.
PV5.And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.
· Jesus is grieved and ANGER by their hardened hearts
· Jesus commanded the man to stretch out his hand 
· Out of fear of the religious leader, the man could have ignored and obey what Jesus said
· The man obeys a simple command of Jesus, and restoration follows 
· Many grieve and anger Jesus for disbelief and disobedience
· Many grieve and anger Jesus by twisting God’s words to oppose what is right. 
· A simple obedience in life, our lives are changed. 
PHave we forgotten that true religion is to show mercy and compassion to sinners, the poor, and the lowly?
PHave we been shown recently by God or men some truths to which we may have hardened our hearts?
PAre we facing some core issues and principles that we need to carry out at all cost?
