13 Four Ways People Respond to Christ Mark chpt3V7to12
CONTEXT: Jesus withdrew to the sea because, v6 Pharisees and Herodians were discussing how to destroy him.
P【1】Jesus show mercy to those who seek him
• Many people come to Jesus with different needs
• Ppl hear about the miracles, many who are sicked, some had unclean spirits (1:23).
• Christ still draws people today when we bear witness to what the Lord has done in our lives
• Jesus withdrew himself from hostile religious pharisees, but he showed mercy to those who plead for mercy 
PJas 4:6 ... “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
• Ap: Do not be afraid of Jesus, especially when you are sinful or bound. Strive to “press in and touch him.”
PHeb 4:15-16  Jesus sympathize with our weaknesses,  draw near to the throne of grace,

P【2】Prepare a Small Boat in our Ministry
P v.9 Because of the crowd, Jesus told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, lest they crush him.
• 1 The crowd are overwhelming. 2 The demands are overwhelming 
• e.g. The demands  and expectations of ppl may crushed us.  We are limited.  
• e.g. time, energy, strength, capabilities, wisdom, age are limited.
• ap we need a small boat, withdraw ourselves at times. Necessary to keep some distance when overwhelmed 
P Isa 40:30  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted;31  ...
• e.g.  Later in V14-15, Jesus appointed twelve to preach and gave them authority to cast out demons.
• e.g. people stood around Moses all day. Moses and the ppl became exhausted. (Ex. 18:18).

P【3】Unclean Spirits knew Jesus and obeyed 
• Unclean spirits are fallen angels (Rev. 12:9; Jas. 2:19; Matt. 25:41). 
• The unclean spirits feared and fell down before him: “You are the Son of God!”
• Demons believe God (James 2:19) Their fear produced outward and temporary obedience.
• Knowing God and obeyed, yet they do not love God or Christ 
• Obedience produced by fear  vs  Obedience produced out of love for God (born again) 
• Jesus forbade them to reveal his identity, lest they hinder his path to the cross.

Conclude: four types of Responses
P1. The religious pharisees did not believe. 2. The needy crowds came for their needs; but many eventually left Jesus (John6:26-52, 6:66)3. The unclean spirits feared(have no love)  and obeyed Jesus 4. The disciples love Jesus and confess, “You are the Son of God!” (Mark 1:1)
