16 The Parable of the Sower Mark 4:1–20 (ESV)
P【1】Jesus Teaches the Parable of the Sower
· A large crowd gathered by the sea to hear Jesus teach (v. 1).
· Jesus used an illustration from everyday life to teach about the Kingdom of God.
· The seeds fell on four types of ground:
P（1）Along the path （2）On rocky ground with shallow soil （3）Among thorns（4）On good soil
1. Path: Birds came and devoured the seeds (v. 4).
2. Rocky ground: The plants had no deep roots and withered when the sun rose (vv. 5–6).
3. Thorny ground: thorns grew up choked the plants, preventing them from producing grain (v. 7
4. Good soil: The seeds produced grain, yielding thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold (v. 8).

P【2】Two Responses to Hearing the Parable
· Jesus issued a warning (v. 9, ESV): “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
· Two contrasting responses:
1. Disciples sought further explanation of His teaching.
2. Non-believers They did not perceive, and heard but did not understand (v. 12).
PMrk 4:11  And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables,12  so that “‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven.’”
· Jesus quoted Isaiah 6:9–10 to explain the judicial purpose of the parables.
· The parables revealed the Kingdom's secret to Jesus’ disciples , while also serving as judgment upon those who do not believe and remained spiritually blind.

P【3】Examine How Our Hearts Respond to God's Word
· Verse 14 (ESV): “The sower sows the word.”
· The seed represents the Word of God.
P1. The Path — Satan Takes Away the Word (v. 15)
· Some people hear the Word, but Satan immediately takes away what was sown in them.
· The Word does not take root or produce fruit.
P2. The Rocky Ground — the Sun symbolizes hardship, trials and Persecution (vv. 16–17)
· These people hear the Word and immediately receive it with joy.
· However, they have no root in themselves and endure only for a while.
· When tribulation or persecution arises because of the Word, they immediately fall away.
· Examples:
· Opposition from family members and the cost of following Christ.
· Persecution by the authorities because of one's faith.
· Their temporary reception of the Word does not necessarily indicate genuine saving faith.
P3. The Thorny Ground — The Word Choked by Worldly Desires (vv. 18–19)
· The cares of the world.
· The deceitfulness of riches.
· The desires for things belonging to this world .
· These enter in and choke the Word, making it unfruitful.
· Reflection: What has become more important than God in your heart?
· Genuine saving faith will produces good works as its fruit, (Eph. 2:8–10; James 2:17, 26).
P4. The Good Soil — Hearing, Accepting, and Bearing Fruit (v. 20)
· These people hear the Word, accept it, and bear fruit.
· They produce thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.
· amount of fruit varies (30\60\100), 

【4】Grace and Responsibility 
· Grace in being born again (John 1:13、Eph 2:4-5、1 Pet1:3)
· Only the famers prepares the soil and removes thorns
· only God can ultimately give us a new heart and make us spiritually fruitful.
· Pray that God will give us a new heart (Ezek. 36:26; Ps. 51:10; Jer. 24:7).
· Ask God for the grace to receive His Word and bear fruit (Matt. 7:7–11).
· After receiving grace , beware of our attitudes of listening to God’s words 
· Grace and Responsibility in sanctification 
· Ask: Do we keep God’s words in our hearts , be alert and guard against Satan ?
· Ask: tribulations and hardship will come and our faith will be tested. 
·  Ask: Do we allow the thorns to grow in our lives to choke the word ? 
· Ask : we pray God God mercy and grace produce thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold

