[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]兽从海中上来 启示录13章1至10 （下）

P小孩子：你们能来教会是幸福的，在一些国家是不允许小孩子去教会与信耶稣的。
P启示录13章1至10
P背景：图密善Domitian（81–96 AD）逼迫教会 
P为何使用启示文学: Apocalyptic Literature 意象 imagery 象征 symbolism 其一原因可能是为保护教会。
P七头十角红龙（12章） = 魔鬼撒旦
P复习上讲：在旧约中抵挡神的国度与君王经常被比喻为海兽。
P兽一：像【狮子】有鹰的翅膀 （但7:4）象征新巴比伦帝国 Neo Babylon兽二：像【熊】口齿内衔著三根肋骨[footnoteRef:1]，（但7:5）象征波斯玛代帝国Medo-Persia兽三：像【豹】四头背上有四个翅膀，（但7:6）象征马其顿帝国Macedonian Empire. 兽四：【甚是可怕】头有十角 [footnoteRef:2]，（但7:7）象征罗马帝国 (与启示录不同,少了7头、无十个冠冕) [1:  吕底亚、巴比伦与埃及这三大势力先后被波斯吞灭，因此“三根肋骨”象征波斯所征服的三个主要敌国]  [2:  In addition, the ten diadems on the ten horns are a reference to Daniel’s fourth beast, whose “ten horns” are interpreted as “ten kings” (Dan. 7:24). Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 267). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.] 

P 但 7:17  这四个大兽就是四王将要在世上兴起。
P复习：启示录的海兽集合但以理书的海兽特征：狮子、熊、豹、十角怪兽、但多出了7头、十冠冕
P复习：启示录中海兽[footnoteRef:3]象征的是抵挡神的（国度/君王）世人都要跟从他（V3） [3:  The first beast comes up out of the sea. The second arises from the land. The first is Satan’s hand. The second is the devil’s mind. The first represents the persecuting power of Satan operating in and through the nations of this world and their governments. The second symbolizes the false religions and philosophies of this world. Both these beasts oppose the Church throughout this dispensation; yet the apostle describes them in terms that indicate the form which they assumed during the closing decade of the first century AD.1 Hendriksen, W. (1967). More than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation (p. 144). Baker Books.
the four beasts which Daniel saw in his vision (Dn. 7) have been combined into one beast here. In Daniel these four beasts represent four successive world empires.1 But here this composite beast cannot symbolize merely one empire or government. It must indicate all antichristian governments.Hendriksen, W. (1967). More than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation (p. 146). Baker Books.] 


P【1】龙使人敬拜兽，赐兽权柄与能力
PV2....那龙将自己的能力、座位，和大权柄都给了它。...V4.又拜那龙—因为它将自己的权柄给了兽，也拜兽，说：「谁能比这兽，谁能与它交战呢？」
· 抵挡神的国度/君王，拥有魔鬼般的能力与影响力。 
· 在人类的历史中，有一些国度/君王，在世人的心里好像神一样的存在。
· 人被神造，内心有敬拜与崇拜的需要，人堕落后从敬拜神转向其（金钱、领袖、国家、意识形态） 
· a.p. 世人因拒绝上帝，人会崇拜国家与政治领袖（有如上帝一样）

· 兽（国/君王）的特征：他们拒绝人敬拜主耶稣，要求人唯独崇拜国家、或国家的领袖。
· 当人把敬拜神的敬拜给了国家/君王，其实就是在拜龙（魔鬼）
P 对兽的敬拜e.g.1领导被神化成敬拜对象 2国家领导是唯一拯救者” 3对领袖绝对忠心4控制影响社会与文化的思想与媒体、4运动与组织的手势、5符号、6口号、7社会中无人可以批评领袖与国家。8逼迫基督徒 
Pe.g. Adolf Hitler（希特勒）领导下的纳粹Nazi德国（1933–1945）
e.g.把基督教改造成服务民族主义的工具，使教会顺服国家意识形态。逮捕任何反对不顺从的基督徒
Pe.g. 使徒约翰时代，图密善Domitian（81–96 AD）要求称百姓称他为“主与神”（Dominus et Deus）
· e.g. 有一些基督徒因拒绝敬拜皇帝，被抓，被流放、被处死
· 这些历史中出现的“兽”，预表着将来那终极要来的兽会出现the ultimate beast 
P启11:7.他们作完见证的时候，那从无底坑里上来的兽必与他们交战，并且得胜，把他们杀了。

提醒：真正影响兽的是，背后的撒旦。 魔鬼蒙蔽了人的双眼。
O启13:2....那龙将自己的能力、座位，和大权柄都给了它。...
O弗 6:12.因我们并不是与属血气的争战，乃是与那些执政的、掌权的、管辖这幽暗世界的，以及天空属灵气的恶魔争战。

P【2】终极的兽出现时，除了神所拣选的人，世人都会跟从并敬拜他。
PV3....全地的人都希奇跟从那兽，。。。4.。。也拜兽，....8.... 都要拜它。
PV8.凡住在地上、名字从创世以来before the foundation of the world没有记在被杀之羔羊生命册上的人，都要拜它。
· 普世的人要敬拜兽。假信徒、假教会都会屈服拜兽 
· 上帝有一本生命册（但12:1-2），真心信主的人的名字，是从创世以来就被记录在上面。
P弗1:4.就如神从创立世界以前，在基督里拣选了我们，使我们在他面前成为圣洁，无有瑕疵；
· 神所拣选的人，会持守真理，他们绝不会跟从那兽并拜那兽

P【3】海兽说亵渎神的话
P启示录 13:5.又赐给它说夸大亵渎话的口[footnoteRef:4]，又有权柄赐给它[footnoteRef:5]，可以任意而行四十二个月。6.兽就开口向神说亵渎的话，亵渎神的名并他的帐幕[footnoteRef:6]，以及那些住在天上的。 [4:  The beast’s speech refers to three aspects of his activity. It alludes:to his pride in exalting himself above God (cf. 13:3–4; Dan. 7:25; 8:10–11; 11:36),to his deceptive powers (suggesting he is greater than God), and to his blasphemy in defaming God’s name.
Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 273). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Daniel envisioned four successive kingdoms as four great beasts coming out of the sea. The first looked like a lion, the second like a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth had ten horns (Dan. 7:1–8). Revelation draws all these features into a single beast (Rev. 13:1–2). The fourth beast in Daniel had a horn that spoke arrogantly, made war on the saints, and had power for a period of three and a half years (Dan. 7:21, 25). In Revelation, the beast itself does all these things (Rev. 13:5–7). By replacing four individual beasts with one great beast, Revelation indicates that the threats presented by four successive empires are part of one great threat.
Koester, C. R. (2001). Revelation and the End of All Things (pp. 127–128). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
6 The beast opens his mouth to blaspheme God. This activity of the Antichrist is clearly portrayed in 2 Thess 2:4: “He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God … proclaiming himself to be God.”32 The blasphemy of Antiochus (Dan 7:25; 11:36) and the use of divine titles by the Roman emperors would for John identify the Antichrist as the one in whom secular authority had assumed the mantle of deity. The expression, “to open the mouth,” is frequently used at the beginning of a prolonged discourse (cf. Matt 5:2; Acts 8:35) and suggests that the blasphemies of the beast against God were sustained32 In Sib. Or. 5 we learn of various kings who will arise, including Nero, who will return and make himself equal to God (33–34; cf. Asc. Isa. 4:6). Roloff notes that “the blasphemous aspect of these speeches [in Revelation] lies not in the direct slander of God but in the actual pretension of putting itself in God’s place” (157).Mounce, R. H. (1997). The Book of Revelation (p. 250). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.]  [5:  That God is the ultimate source of the beast’s authority in these verses is implied by the decreed time limit of v. 5 and the predestined number of those who worship the beast in v. 8. Only God, not the devil, sets times and seasons. The devil would never want to limit his work against God’s kingdom to a mere three and a half years, even if that is construed figuratively.Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 273). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.]  [6:  The mention of His tabernacle, followed by the words that is, those who dwell (tabernacle) in heaven alludes respectively to the “holy place” in Dan. 8:11 and the heavenly “host” in Dan. 8:10, where the end-time tyrant causes some of the heavenly host and stars to fall to the earth and throws down the place of the prince’s sanctuary (all this representing the suffering of God’s people). Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 273). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
The equation of the saints with the heavenly tabernacle is virtually the same as the equation already in 11:1–2 of true believers living on earth and dwelling in the invisible, indestructible sanctuary of God. Paul similarly views the whole church as seated in heaven (Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1). The saints are oppressed because loyalty to their heavenly citizenship demands disobedience to their earthly citizenship. Yet the picture in 7:15 of the saints “tabernacling” in heaven, where the reference is to deceased believers, indicates that those who have died and are with the Lord are included in the number of those who dwell in heaven.Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 273). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.] 

· 兽会讲大话，亵渎神，神所在的地方，包括天上的（天使与圣徒）。 
· 兽往往是狂妄自大的，亵渎上帝的名，会认为这世上没有神，并且他们就是神。
P引自: 但以理书中第四海兽角有眼睛，口说夸大的话 [footnoteRef:7]但7:7-8、但7:19-21、25 (兽的角象征王 但7:24) [7:  adoration. Drawing the readers’ attention to the context in Daniel 7 is intended to encourage them about the ultimate outcome of history and their own destiny. Though they suffer from oppression by the state, they will be the ultimate conquerors and will rule eternally with the Son of man] 

O可13:14.那行毁坏可憎的，站在不当站的地方,信徒要逃。太24:15、路21:20、但9:27、但11:31
P帖后 2:2....，说主的日子现在到了，不要轻易动心，也不要惊慌。3.人不拘用什么法子，你们总不要被他诱惑；因为那日子以前，必有离道反教的事，并有那大罪人，就是沉沦之子，显露出来。4.他是抵挡主，高抬自己，超过一切称为神的和一切受人敬拜的，甚至坐在神的殿里，自称是神。

· 马丁路德、加尔文，认为帖后2章所说的“敌基督”，是罗马天主教的教皇制度（the Papacy）
· 在2025年，俄罗斯、中国、等，目前并没任何国家领袖自称自己是神，并要求人拜他们。
P检验：（1）世人都会跟从并敬拜兽（2）兽会说夸大亵渎话，自称为神。
P【4】 兽逼迫教会四十二个月[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Throughout this entire gospel age—the forty-two months, which we have already discussed Hendriksen, W. (1967). More than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation (p. 147). Baker Books.
In ch. 13, the beast’s activity, together with that of its allied “ten kings,” occurs during the time period of the church age (“forty-two months,” 13:5; see on 11:2–3; 12:6), whereas in ch. 17 the activity of the beast lasts only “one hour” (probably equivalent to the “three and a half days” of 11:11).Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (pp. 271–272). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
In addition, we find that the Beast’s power has a definite limit. He exercises his authority for forty-two months. This period is the same period of distress and persecution mentioned in 11:2–3; 12:6, 14 (see the discussion at 11:2 The trampling of the city for forty-two months has sometimes been correlated with the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. But a closer look shows that the events do not correspond in detail. Verse 1 indicates that the inner part, the temple and the altar, are preserved. And nothing that we know about the fall of Jerusalem corresponds exactly to the two witnesses. Instead, 11:1–14 gives a general visionary representation of the witness of the church and of God’s preservation and vindication of that witness).Poythress, V. S. (2000). The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation (p. 142). P&R Publishing.
Much of the allusion is taken word for word from these texts in Daniel:a blaspheming mouth: And there was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies (cf. Dan. 7:6, 8, and 11 of OG and Theodotion),
    an authorization clause: it was given to him twice in 13:5, and again in 13:7, and the similar phrase in Dan. 7:25, and
    a decreed period of time during the end days (forty-two months), as in Dan. 7:25.
In fact, these three elements, taken together, are unique in the OT to Daniel. The Danielic time period has been clearly alluded to in the preceding context at 12:6, 14b, and earlier in 11:2–3. As shown in our examination of those verses (see also on vv. 2–3 above), this covers the period of time between Christ’s death and resurrection and the end of history.Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (pp. 272–273). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
In one sense, this monster is Daniel’s fourth beast, as is evident from the fact that both speak arrogant boasts and blasphemies (Dan. 7:8, 11, 20; Rev. 13:5–6) and wage war against the saints (Dan. 7:21; Rev. 13:7). Rome was the expression of the beast that would threaten the churches of Asia Minor and throughout the Mediterranean world in the decades and generations after John received his visions. In another sense, though, the monster that John now sees is bigger than Rome, as the merging of imagery from all four of Daniel’s beasts shows. The beast is given “authority to act for forty-two months” (13:5). We have seen that this period (42 months = 1,260 days = 3½ years) symbolizes the whole span of time from Christ’s resurrection until the outbreak of intense evil just before his second coming.Johnson, D. E. (2001). Triumph of the Lamb: A Commentary on Revelation (pp. 188–189). P&R Publishing.] 

P3年半= 一七之半= 一载二载半载= 四十二个月= 1260天= 象征性描述整个新约教会时代
	三年半 
	书卷 
	象征整个新约教会时代

	42个月 
	启11:2
	【逼迫】外邦人践踏圣城（教会）。 

	1260天 
	启11:3
	【逼迫】神保护两个见证人（教会）, 传道1260天。 

	42个月 
	启13:5
	【逼迫】龙给海兽权柄任意逼迫教会。（但7:25）

	1260天
	启12:6
	【逼迫】神保护受逼迫的妇人（教会）被养活1260天
 妇人生下基督（12:5），也生下为耶稣作见证的儿女“基督徒”（12:17）

	一载二载半载
	启12:14
	【逼迫】神保护妇人（教会）躲避龙的逼迫 

	一载二载半载
	但7:25，12:7
	【逼迫】但以理书第四海兽折磨圣民



P在这期间：教会受逼迫（但7:25；启13:5）、被保守（启12:6,14）、作见证（启11:3） 
· 在整个新约时期，龙从来没有停止过逼迫伤害教会。 
· 42个月指向整个新约教会时代，但或许有可能同时暗示指向基督再来时，短暂的大逼迫

P【5】蒙神所拣选的人必坚忍到底
P启13:7.又任凭它与圣徒争战，并且得胜；也把权柄赐给它，制伏各族、各民、各方、各国。8.凡住在地上、名字从创世以来没有记在被杀之羔羊生命册[footnoteRef:9]上的人，都要拜它。9.凡有耳的，就应当听！10.掳掠人的，必被掳掠；用刀杀人的，必被刀杀[footnoteRef:10]。圣徒的忍耐和信心就是在此。 [9:  In the midst of persecution and the immense power of the Beast, the saints may find security in God’s guarantee of their heavenly citizenship. Similar guarantees are found in 7:1–17; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27.
Poythress, V. S. (2000). The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation (p. 143). P&R Publishing.]  [10:  This is a paraphrase combining Jer. 15:2 and 43:11, which both say the same thing. Jeremiah prophesies to Israel that God has destined its people to go into “captivity” and suffer from the “sword.” In Israel’s case, this was a penalty for their unbelief and sin. But many texts from the major prophets affirm that a faithful remnant will also suffer the penalty of captivity, as Ezek. 14:12–23 especially makes clear. The text from Ezekiel has been used in 6:2–8 (on which see), with its original dual idea of punishing unbelievers and refining believers through suffering. The emphasis here, as in 6:2–8, 9–11, is more on the suffering of God’s people than on the punishment of the wicked.Beale, G. K., & Campbell, D. H. (2015). Revelation: A Shorter Commentary (p. 277). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.] 


· 最终会出现一位兽，他要与我们争战并且得胜
· 他将制伏影响（世界）各族、各民、各方、各国，世人都要拜他
P9凡有耳的,就应当听！10掳掠人的,必被掳掠;用刀杀人的,必被刀杀。圣徒的忍耐和信心就是在此。
P启19:19.我看见那兽和地上的君王，并他们的众军都聚集，要与骑白马[footnoteRef:11]的并他的军兵争战。 [11:  启示录 19:11.我观看，见天开了。有一匹白马，骑在马上的称为诚信真实，他审判，争战，都按着公义。
启示录 19:16.在他衣服和大腿上有名写着说：「万王之王，万主之主。」] 

P检验：（1）全人都会跟从并敬拜兽（2）兽会说夸大亵渎话，自称为神（3）迫害基督徒

· 提醒：来到在21世纪，不是每一个基督徒能想我们一样拥有自由敬拜
· 在我们当中有一部分弟兄姐妹，他们的牧师（不妥协真理）是有时被抓去警局的。
· 在一些国家中，撒旦给予这兽大能力、权柄，这是神任凭的（V5）
· 可怕：若有一天来到，信徒要面对逼迫、掳掠、被杀。神的命令是要我们坚忍到底。
P可 13:13.并且你们要为我的名被众人恨恶。惟有忍耐到底的，必然得救。
· 因为我们的名字被记录在从创世以来的生命册上
· 或许你现在在面对不同的患难困苦。圣徒的忍耐和信心就是在此。
