BREFORFHSPHERPBEZRBBEERM, F05RI A LR

A Comparison of Tridentine Roman Catholicism with the Late Medieval Church and the Reformation on

the topics of Grace, Faith and Justification
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On the topic of grace:

Late Medieval Church Trent Reformation
Grace precedes and enables | Yes, but exactly how is | Yes Yes, but there are disputes
free will debated between the Reformed and
Lutheran on “free will”
Grace sufficient for salvation A matter of dispute No, cooperation with grace | Yes
required
“Facere Quod in Se Est” A widespread and contested | Rejected in its base form, but | Rejected
opinion affirmed if grace is added
before and with cooperation
with grace.
Grace is a “thing” (“infused | The majority opinion Yes No
substance” or habitus)
Grace can be mediated by the | A developing doctrine, | Yes No
Church especially as it related to the
sacraments.
Merit can be earned through | Yes, but many theologians link | Yes, but only by the justified | No

good works

the earning of merit to God’s
grace. Details vary.

person in cooperation with
God’s grace




On the topic of faith and justification:

Late Medieval Church Trent Reformation
Faith necessary | Yes Yes Yes
for justification
Faith sufficient for | Increasingly and generally, no. Faith | No, faith must be accompanied by | Yes
justification must be formed by charity. hope and charity.
Justification  as | Default yes Yes No
encompassing
sanctification
Faith requires | Yes, but the medieval concept of fides | Yes, although some knowledge does | Yes, fides implicita is rejected.
knowledge implicita was much disputed as to | not necessarily require

what must be explicitly believed and | understanding (fides implicita), while

what can be believed implicitly. certain fundamental truths must be

explicitly believed.

Faith requires | Yes Yes. Yes
assent
Faith requires | Trust is required for justifying faith. It is | Trust is required for true faith, but this | Yes

personal trust

possible to have faith without trust
(fides informis)

trust is not necessarily connected
with understanding (fides impllicita),
and it is not necessarily related to the
Gospel promises.

Faith requires
charity or love

Yes, faith is formed by love.

Yes, faith is formed by love.

No, love is not of the essence
of faith.

Righteousness of
God

Infused  righteousness, but no

consensus on manner

moment of
recovered

Initially infused at
baptism, subsequently
through penance

Christ's  righteousness is
imputed through faith
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Prevenient grace
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Initial Justification by
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Cooperate with God's grace: Did you do what is within you? Did you add on love?
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Continue in grace.
God adds more grace.
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Do penance. Return to a
state of grace
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Lose your salvation
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